Patagonia
Because of this beautiful vacation we came up with the idea with the Via Via team members to tell all
our travelling fans about this trip and spectacular destination Calafate. With the foreigners who visit
our country is this destination very famous and for us is this of course also an unforgettable
destination. I have to tell you that we travelled in low season so the prices are cheaper for meals,
excursions and transfers.
Day 1 – When you arrive at the
airport there will be a company
Ves Choike Tour who can bring
you for 160 pesos to the
hostel/hotel where you will stay.
The moment you arrive at the
airport you’ll see that everyone is
waiting for you. This is because in
the low season there are only 3
flights per day in comparison to
12 flights per day in high season.
Our choice was hostel Calafate,
situated in the center (2 blocks of
the main street). It is quite a big
hostel, has compared rooms but
also doubles or singles, kitchen,
private or shared bathrooms, 24hours reception, personnel who
will help you with everything,
very comfortable rooms, good
heaters (which is very important
with these cold temperatures)
and also a 24-hours bar where
they serve cheap day meals and the breakfast. (calafatehostel@com.ar). My flight had a delay and
because of this I arrived at 17h in Calafate and as a result I could not make a tour around the city
center. But, if you have time you definitely have to visit this beautiful city. The crafts are definitely
worth a try, it is a very clean city, special care for fauna and flora. Although we are here in low
season, every restaurant is still open and here you can try delicious native dishes. Because we are
situated only at 2 blocks from the terminal, it is easy to arrange different tours, but there are also
many offices where you can arrange something. Tomorrow I will tell more!

Day 2 – Parque Nacional de los Glaciares
As many of you already know this area is declared by UNESCO as a world heritage site and is the
number 1 tourist attraction in Calafate on a short distance from the city. The guide from Always
Glaciers expects me at 9am in front of the hostel with the bus to tell everything about this region, the
history of Calafate, the concerns we must have when we are in the park, recommendations, general
information, history about the glaciers (it is worth to listen because he tells it with a very great
pleasure) and on the way to the park there are several stops to make breathtaking pictures of the
panoramic views. When we arrive at the park we need to go to the administration to arrange our
entrance. (Habitants in Calafate 50 pesos, students 50 pesos, Argentinians 250 pesos and tourists 500
pesos). For those who want there is the possibility to do a nautical safari to see the glacier. (400
pesos for 1 hour, this can be done at any time). The others can go to the walkways to admire the
glacier where you have 3 hours for making this walk. The bridges have different levels of difficulty
but 3 hours is sufficient to do everything and have lunch with a beautiful view at the glacier. At the
end of the walk there is the possibility to have a snack at the restaurant, but this is not really cheap.
We return approximately at 5pm and after that there is time to refresh myself and to relax a little bit.
In the evening I went to a restaurant and ate a good hamburger. Delicious! Tomorrow I will tell you
more.

Day 3 – Cabalgata de Patagonia
When you go to different places to ask where you can make a good horse ride they will all give you
the same address. I did it with Cabalgata Patagonia. At 10am I called for more information and at
11am I already could come to the place. The first impression is a ‘gaucho’ who will take you with his
van to the place where the horses are. A very friendly and attentive man who tells me more about
the route we are going to make. At the arrival there is a friendly, blonde girl (she told me a lot, but
she did not tell me her name). From me, they get a lot of recommendations for this good reception!
We leave our bags and start with our tour with the horses. My horse was called Valentino and let me
tell you, this was one of my favorite excursions. During this walk you can see spectacular views of the
city, the mountains and Lake Redondo! During the walk there are two guys who are telling you
stories about the lake who was frozen and became the biggest ice rink of South America and that
there are also held various festivals. They also give us a couple of tips related to El Chaltén for
example the different must-sees and the artisanal beer. When we went back, surprised by the
beautiful views, we were welcomed at home (also known as the store) with mate and tortillas and
they show us pictures from their different horse rides. The price for this excursion is 700 pesos for 3
hours. In the months such as February, it is also possible to do a 3/5-day trip with the horses to go to
camps in the mountains. So ended this beautiful afternoon. A good place to have dinner is
Cambalache and this is directly next to the hostel where we have tried some empanadas and the
famous beer Cerveza la Zorra.

Day 4 – El Chaltén
Again, we have chosen to travel with Always Glaciers, but this time to El Chaltén (price is 500 pesos).
We travel with them because it is 3 hours to El Chaltén and a bus is much more comfortable than a
combi (price is 340/400 pesos). When you arrive in El Chaltén the first thing you see is the
surprisingly large Fitz Roy that surely intimidates the view. We also see the Glacier Viedma and if you
want to do an excursion to this touristic attraction I recommend doing this with Patagonia
Adventure-Avenida San Martín 56. At the end, there is an obligatory stop at the tourist center of the
National Park where we are informed of all the concerns that we have to bear in the park, on the
different routes, how we can plan our trips, the weather, the fauna and flora, different campsites,…
Then we were brought to Hostel Rancho Grande where we stayed. We came here without a
reservation, but it was recommend by our hostel in Calafate. If you are going without a reservation
you have to inform in advance because in this period it is possible that there are many hostels are
closed. Because we arrived at 11am and the weather was not good we rather did not a hiking yet.
We had a small walk in the city center, went to the famous waffle restaurant and brewery. At the
end of the street where our hostel is situated you will find the paths to the Fitz Roy. With chocolate
in our hand we went to the beginning and gained information about the problems of the routes, the
preparations and tomorrow we can start our adventure!

Day 5 – Hiking Fitz Roy
Today, I got up at 8am, but the weather was the same as yesterday, pretty bad. I waited until 10am
when the sun finally came up, I got ready and left with packed lunches, thermal and waterproof
clothes, sun glasses, hiking boots, flashlight and enough water. From the start the way is always well
posted for the walk, but remember that you cannot walk next to the path or approach animals that
you would encounter (this information they will give you at the obligatory stop in the tourist center).
For me it was the first kilometer that was the hardest because this was quite a climb by stairs,
starting from the second kilometer it was better because here were the slopes not so drastically. Two
things you definitely need to remember are that you should have good shoos because there are
different types of roads such as rocks, mud, ice and wood and in this climate, good shoes are highly
recommended. On the other hand, the clothing. I wear a T-shirt, various thermal layers and a
waterproof jacket, a hat, gloves and I have some spare clothes in my backpack (I did not used them).
The intention was actually to hike to Laguna de los Tres, but the wind, water and snow and the
bottom of the rocks prevents us to continue. Furthermore, y few experience with hiking I did not
want to risk it. We have reached the camp of Poincenot (350 meter level) and here we could see the
Laguna Madre Hija. In total it was a walk of 8 hours and a little bit more than 16 kilometer. After this
we walked back along Laguna Capri, which is also a very nice place to make a stop to take pictures.
As you can see on these pictures the weather was very bad and you could not even see the Fitz Roy
from here, but the road is very, very beautiful. During the first 2km, we also saw a fox. We tried not
to respond too frightening and we waited until it was gone. The variety of fauna and flora of this
place is admirable and if you are a nature lover, then this place is perfect! I recommend though to at
least staying 2 days in El Chaltén so that you are able to do everything you want. There are in any
case many routes that you can do and there is a lot of variation in the different difficulties. Finally,
breathing this cool and fresh air is such a blessing.

Day 6 – Chorrillo de Salto
Today we woke up at the perfect time with the sun and because we would return to Calafate at 5pm
so we had to be back at 4.30pm in the hostel. We left again in the same direction where the other
hiking paths start, but this time we took a different direction to the waterfall known as Salto de
Chorrillo. This is the shortest and easiest path of the area. Starting from the entrance until the end
the trail is about 1 hour and 20 minutes walking with some break for pictures. The path is
approximately 3 km. This time I took again a lunch box with me so I would be able to have lunch in
front of the nice waterfall. It is also recommended to this time to wear a hat and a scarf because on
this road there are almost no trees, creating a lot of wind and certainly this period can take up to 100
km/h. When we walked back we decided to walk in the center and to the beginning of the city, close
to the tourist center, we could walk to El Mirador Los Condores which has a great view of El Chaltén.
This is a walk of about 45 minutes and is approximately 1 km. We walked the same road further
below to El Mirador Los Aguilas which was about 20 minutes walking. Here you have a beautiful view
on the Lago Viedma and Bahía Túnel. Unfortunately I have no photos because my battery of my
phone died. Next, we went back as soon as possible because it began to rain and we had to be back
in time to go back to Calafate. In this way, we said goodbye to El Chaltén with a nice walk. I
recommend if you go to El Chaltén that the best option is to arrive in the morning because you have
the lovely view of Fitz Roy and go back in the afternoon because you can experience a piece of the
sunset and this is one of the best things you can see (here I lost my heart a little bit…).

